
 

 

UFF Statement on July 6, 2020 ICE announcements1 
 

United Faculty of Florida, representing Florida’s Higher Education union of faculty and Graduate Assistants, 

condemns the cruel, xenophobic, and unnecessary action of the Immigration and Customs Enforcement’s (ICE) 

decision, announced Monday July 6th, that threatens International students with the revocation of their F-1 and M-

1 visas. The ICE decision states, “Active students currently in the United States enrolled in such [fully online] 

programs must depart the country or take other measures, such as transferring to a school with in-person instruction 

to remain in lawful status. If not, they may face immigration consequences including, but not limited to, the 

initiation of removal proceedings.” 

 

Due to the global pandemic, universities and colleges are already struggling with keeping our communities, students, 

faculty, and staff safe on campuses, while ensuring academic excellence. Various universities and some departments 

within universities have chosen various pedagogies to ensure safe learning conditions, including the online modality. 

And even the ones who have chosen face-to-face or hybrid modalities may be forced to move online, as happened 

during spring semester. And none of these plans are assured as COVID-19 conditions in Florida are changing again. 

 

International students are already disproportionately affected by the pandemic. There are many countries for which 

no flights are operational, and there are countries whose students may or may not be allowed back into the United 

States in order to complete their degrees. International students, like all other students, are already stressed about 

the health crisis. This ICE decision adds more financial and emotional stress with no benefit to students or 

institutions. This is one of the cheap tricks to force universities and colleges to open in the fall irrespective of COVID-

19 conditions. 

 

Many people are unaware that, because of the drop in funding in the last 12 years, institutions of higher education 

in Florida now rely heavily on the elevated tuition rates paid by international students to balance many college and 

university budgets. During 2015-16, more than 1 million international students added $32.4 billion and 400,000 jobs 

to the U.S. economy. Mass deportation of international students will lead to decreases in enrollment and fewer class 

offerings. This would prolong the time required for the completion of degree for many students and could also lead 

to higher accumulation of student loans.  

 

This decision by ICE is discriminatory and fails to consider social and financial investments made by international 

students in their communities as they complete their degrees. International students are completely woven into the 

fabric of Florida’s colleges and communities and their presence immeasurably enriches our state. They contribute to 

innovation and research, as well as instruction. Some of these students are even engaged in COVID-19-related 

research at our premier universities. This decision will lead to irreparable damage to our nation’s reputation as a 

global leader in education.  

 

Therefore, we at United Faculty of Florida call on ICE to rescind this decision and we humbly request that our 

representatives and senators in Congress demand that ICE rescind this decision. We also urge all faculty, students, 

and administrators to contact their elected officials to demand this decision be withdrawn. We further call on 

university officials to support our international students in completing their degrees here in Florida.  

 

UFF stands in solidarity with our international students and for their right to complete their educations at their 

chosen institutions.  

 
1 https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/sevp-modifies-temporary-exemptions-nonimmigrant-students-taking-online-courses-during  
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